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About MFI

Milano Fashion Institute is the first interuniversity
institute in Italy for the higher education in the
fashion industry. Founded in 2007 by the three most
important Milanese universities that already worked
on the fashion industry: Bocconi University (ranked
6° Worldwide, Masters in Management, by Financial
Times, 2018), Cattolica University (ranked among the
first 100 Universities in the world, 2018) and Politecnico
di Milano (ranked among the top 20 Universities in
the world in all three areas: 17° in Engineering, 9° in
Architecture and 5° in Design, by QS, 2018).
Our vision is to join fashion management, fashion
design, and fashion communication studies to
provide specialized expertise to the most qualified
emerging professionals in the field.
This is possible thanks to the strong integration
between our founding universities ad the Italian fashion
industry, and through solid industry partnerships.
MFI education combines management, design, and
comm unication, joining multidisciplinary content
and rigorous methodology to deliver citting-edge
programs at three different levels: Masters, Short and
Executive Courses, and Customized Programs.
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About FIT NEW YORK

FIT, a part of the State University of New York, has
been a leader in career education in art, design,
business, and technology for almost 75 years.
Providing its 9,000 students with an uncommon
blend of hands-on, practical experience, theory,
and a firm grounding in the liberal arts, the college
offers a wide range of affordable programs that are
geared to today’s rapidly growing creative economy,
Internationally renowned, FIT draws on its New York
City location to provide a vibrant, creative community
in which to learn.
The college offers nearly 50 majors and grants AAS,
BFA, BS, MA, MFA, and MPS degrees, preparing
students for professional success and leadership in the
new creative economy.
The School of Graduate Studies exemplifies FIT’s
culture of collaboration, innovation, and advanced
research.
Working with industries worldwide, faculty and
students in the school promote entrepreneurship
and strategic collaborations, learning from
international executives, scholars, and influential
thinkers.
Graduates join a global network of highly-placed fellow
alumni, and in the process expand their personal and
professional horizons.
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Joint Certificate
Program
Milano:
A Life in Style

This new partnership between Milano Fashion
Institute and The Fashion Institute of Technology
aims to open new pathways of understanding the
global fashion system.
Expert faculty from both institutions will deliver
tailored learning experiences for rising professionals
seeking to understand the complexities of the fashion
industry from a global perspective.
Exploring all facets of the industry, the course is
focused on an immersion into the local Italian fashion
scene, which provides a context and case study for a
worldwide vision.
The “Milano: A Life in Style” Joint Certificate guides
students through a curated learning experience,
engaging them with the lifestyle of Milan as taught
by experts in the fields of fashion, luxury, beauty,
hospitality and culture.
A final project allows students to synthesize their realworld experience within an academic framework.
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Academic Board
Prof. Joanne Arbuckle, Deputy to the President for Industry Partnerships and
Collaborative Programs, FIT
Prof. Alba Cappellieri, Scientific Board Member, MFI
Prof. Mary Davis, Dean, School of Graduate Studies, FIT
Dr. Nicola Guerini, Director, MFI

Milano: A Life in
Style
Director: Professor Joshua Williams
End of registration: 13 September, 2019
Next start: 23 September, 2019
Duration: 1 full-time week
Course language: English
Joint Certificate: Milano Fashion Institute and
Fashion Institute of Technology – New York

Milan, a city of commerce, prides itself on its distinct
sense of style, which pervades every aspect of life
whether at home, at work or at play. Milanese style
is both effortless and precise, minimalist and luxe,
historical and modern. In all of its manifestations-sartorial, architectural or cultural-this lifestyle is
simultaneously organic and highly engineered. This
certificate course provides students an opportunity
to explore and engage in the lifestyle of Milan, learn
from experts in fashion, luxury, beauty, hospitality and
culture, and synthesize their experience within an
academic framework.
Particular focus will be placed on how brands facilitate
authentic experiences, drawing on their history as well
modern customer demands.
Students will focus on intrinsic marketing tactics
(branded product and service-specific) and extrinsic
tactics (emotional and experiential), using case studies
derived from Milanese brands such as Armani and
Prada.
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INTRODUCTION
Milan
•
Florence
•

FASHION & BEAUTY

HOSPITALITY & CULTURE

FLORENCE

DESTINATION & EXPERIENCE

Milano: A Life in
Style

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students completing the certificate will be prepared
to:
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1.

Identify and engage with key lifestyle brands
in Milan, within historical and contemporary
context

2.

Describe tools and strategies used by Italian
companies to build, develop and support
lifestyle brands

3.

Differentiate between intrinsic and extrinsic
branding tactics, using Milanese brand case
studies

4.

Synthesize lectures, tours and conversations
to communicate lifestyle brand building in
final oral presentation

milanofashioninstitute.com

Day 1: Welcome
& Introduction

The module introduces the course, with a Keynote
Lecture and intensive Guest Lectures, and explains
the Certificate and Group Project.
The main topic will be Milan’s position a European
fashion capital.
9.30 AM
Welcome & Breakfast Reception
Introduction
Keynote Lecture: Milano, A Life in Style Introduction
of Joint Certificate Schedule. Prof. Joshua Williams
and Dr. Nicola Guerini, Director, MFI
Presentation of Certificate Group Project
11.30 AM
Guest Lecture: Overview of Milanese Institutions. Prof.
Arturo Dell’Acqua Bellavitis, President, MFI
Group Work & Socializing
2.30 PM
Field Visit (ie. Triennale Design Museum)
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Day 2: Fashion &
Beauty

The module will offer participants insights and
experiences from a hands-on approach through visits
to an Italian Designers workshop, a made-to-measure
atelier, and flagship and department stores.
A focus on different department stores and the Brera
perfume district will be enhanced by guest lectures on
beauty brand building and innovation management.

9.30 AM
Guest Lecture: Overview of Milanese Fashion
Site visits to the fashion district: Quadrilatero della
Moda. They may include: Milanese Department Stores
(Rinascente Department Store, Brian & Berry Building,
10 Corso Como), Luxury Concept Stores and Italian
Design Brands made-to-measure ateliers, and Brera
Perfumes District
2.30 PM
Visit Brera, the Perfume District
5.30 PM
Guest Lecture. Topics may include: Building a Beauty
Brand. Dr. Peter Gladel, C.E.O., Beauty & Luxury
Group Project Work
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Day 3: Hospitality &
Culture

The module explores the complexity of the lifestyle
phenomenon of Italian Designer Brands, from the
hotel and hospitality industry to the most visionary
brand extensions, through a series of visits and talks
with managers and art curators.
In sum, the module will provide information on o
the antecedents and the evolution of the specifically
Milanese fashion phenomenon.
9.30 AM
Site visits and on-site lectures from senior
management may include: Bulgari Hotel, Armani
Hotel, Marchesi (Prada Group)
2.30 PM
Visits to Corporate Museums & Contemporary Art
Centers (Fondazione Prada, Armani / Silos)
5.30 PM
Guest Lecture. Topics may include: Experiential
Services & Fashion Semiotics. Prof. Joshua Williams,
dr. Luca Fontana, Perfume Designer & SPA Creator
Group Project Work
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Day 4: Italian Fashion
Cities. Florence

8.30 AM - 7.30 PM
The module, done on location in Florence, introduces
students to the first Italian fashion capital, which
remains a pillar of the national fashion system.
From the Ferragamo Museum to the most important
examples of digital fashion companies, curated visits
will illuminate the contemporary and cultural aspects
of the Renaissance city, allowing students to better
understand the relationship between culture, fashion
and history.
The trip, fully organized by Milano Fashion Institute,
will include guided visits to LuisaViaRoma, Gucci
Garden, Salvatore Ferragamo Museum, among others.
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Day 5: Destination &
Experience

Examining Italian innovations including destination
shopping and international luxury outlets, this module
provides students with a first-hand opportunity to
study Factory Outlet Centers in Italy.
Field visits will focus on the business logics for
managing this retail format.
8.30 AM
Guest Lecture: Destination Shopping
Outlet Shopping Experience (it may inglude Kering
Group, etc)
5.30 PM
Final Lecture: Authentic Experiences in Global
Economy (J Williams)
Presentation of Joint Certificate Project
Closing Reception
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The Director

Entry Requirements

Joshua Williams

An award-winning creative director, writer and
educator. He has lectured and consulted worldwide,
specializing in omni-channel retail and fashion
branding, most recently at ISEM (Spain) and EAFIT
(Colombia), and for brands such as Miguelina, JM,
Andrew Marc and Anne Valerie Hash.
He is a full time professor and former fashion
department chair at Berkeley College and teaches
regularly at FIT, LIM and The New School.
He has developed curriculum and programming,
including the fashion design program for Bergen
Community College, that connects fashion business,
design, media and technology. His work has been
seen in major fashion magazines and on the New
York City stage. Joshua is a graduate of FIT’s Global
Fashion Management (MPS) program, and has been
the director and host of the Faces & Places in Fashion
lecture series at FIT since 2010.
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VALUE OF THE PROGRAM
The total cost amounts to € 1.600, payable as follows:
- 1st installment > 1.600 € on the acceptance of the
application and no later than 13th September 2019.
HOW TO APPLY

Scan the QR code
for the Application
Form

The MFI-FIT Joint Program provides an application
process through on-line form. In order to apply for
the admission to the course, the candidate must
be currently enrolled at a Bachelor of Art/Science
course or have a degree equal to or higher than
a Bachelor. Young entrepreneurs, recent graduates
with three-year degree or specialist degree, and
graduates from design schools and faculties, business
and economics, marketing and communication,
engineering, architecture, languages, law, humanities
are eligible.

Governance and
Staff

Politecnico di Milano

President
Prof. Arturo Dell’Acqua Bellavitis, Politecnico di Milano
Director
Dr. Nicola Guerini
Scientific Committee
Prof. Laura Bovone, Cattolica University
Prof. Guido Corbetta, Bocconi University
Prof. Alba Cappellieri, Politecnico di Milano
Prof. Arturo Dell’Acqua Bellavitis, Politecnico di Milano
Prof. Carla Lunghi, Cattolica University
Prof. Paola Anna Varacca Capello, Bocconi University

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore

Academic Coordinator
Dr. Francesca Ballario

In partnership with

Università Commerciale Luigi Bocconi

Milano Fashion Institute is founded by
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CONTACTS
Phone
+39.02.3031.6640
From Monday to Friday, from 9 am to 6 pm (CET time)
Contact Center
info@milanofashioninstitute.it
francesca.ballario@milanofashioninstitute.it
MFI classrooms and laboratories
Polifactory, Campus Politecnico – Bovisa,
Via Candiani 72, 20158 Milan, Italy
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