Burhan Sönmez Writer and human rights lawyer of Kurdish origin, Burhan Sönmez is one of the most authoritative and courageous voices in contemporary international literature. Raised in a context marked by political repression in Turkey, he experienced censorship, violence, and persecution due to his civil commitment, until his exile to Great Britain in the 1990s. From this experience comes a narrative work translated into over forty languages, in which memory, oppression, freedom, and resistance become literary material. Since 2021, he has been president of PEN International, a role from which he continues to defend threatened writers worldwide. In Italy, with the novel The Lovers of Franz K. (Nottetempo editions), set in West Berlin in 1968, Sönmez delivers an intense philosophical-literary duel reflecting on guilt, artistic legacy, and the destiny of literature, confirming his ability to intertwine civil commitment and high writing. The writer will be in dialogue with Fiammetta Rocco, for over twenty years director of the International Booker Prize, a leading figure in the international publishing landscape. The conversation between Sönmez and Rocco promises a privileged look at the themes of freedom of expression, the role of literature in contemporary democracies, and the new geographies of international publishing.
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